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tion and stern discipline and co-operative enterprise. Cease mere shouting
and waving of flags. Do something positively good yourself, and not be
merely a mouth to find fault with the good that others, imperfectly it is
true, but with earnest and unselfish purpose, are at least attempting to do.
Tours sincerely,
G. H. MACFARLANE
MADRAS,
25th January, 1922                                                                                  %
This letter1 is a set-off to the two letters from two English ladies
recently published in these columns.2 They are also Christian
missionaries. It is clear that Mr. Macfarlane has not followed or
studied the movement. A missionary of all people should know
that it is most dangerous to generalize from particular instances.
No doubt it was cowardly on the part of the Madras mob to have
assaulted Mr. Macfarlane and robbed him of his lantern. Every
sensible man has condemned the madness. Every sensible man
admits that it has harmed the cause> for the reason that violence
has been done out of false sympathy for non-co-operation whose
basis is non-violence.
But are the things that have happened in Bombay and
Madras, new experiences in the world's history? Have they not
frequently happened in Europe? Have they not repeatedly hap-
pened in England and Scotland? Do not enraged mobs express
themselves precisely as the Madras and the Bombay mobs have?
Have not the Irish done much worse things than the Bom-
bay and the Madras mobs ? And have they not got what almost
amounts to swaraj because of their hooliganism?
I detest the hooliganism of Bombay and Madras, but from a
different standpoint. I detest also the Irish hooliganism. There is,
however, a difference between the Irish hooliganism and the
Bombay and the Madras copy. The Irish was practical and honest.
It was practical because it was not out of tune with the Irish at-
mosphere. It was honest, because the Irishmen made no secret
of their doctrine. The Indian hooliganism is both unpractical
and dishonest; unpractical, because so far as I know the Indian
mind, hooliganism cannot flourish in India, The Indian mind is
not attuned to it. It is dishonest, because the Indian movement
professes to be absolutely, though expediently, non-violent. Non-
co-operators must not handle what they cannot keep non-violent.
1 Only excerpts reproduced here
2 Vide "Notes", 12-1-1922, under the sub-title   "In God's Hands"   and
"Notes", 26-1-1922, under the sub-title "An English Lady Blesses".